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Shanna took this lesson a step further. She
integrated the Portrait of a Talbot competencies
into the heart of her lesson. As a result, the lesson
became a reading exercise and a holistic
experience that nurtured student growth in these
core competencies.

Central's Learning Courtyard, filled with

various birds, became the backdrop for
Shanna's teaching. Each bird was assigned a
unique persona aligned to the competencies:
Mindy Mindset, Caleb Collaboration, Percey
Perseverance, Connor Communicator, Thelma
Thinker, and Emily Empathy. The birds

Callin g All Bird Watchers personified the competencies and came to life

as the main characters of captivating stories.
We are excited to present the first edition of
our Bright Spots newsletter to celebrate
innovation and achievement in teaching

aligned with our Portrait of a Talbot
competencies.
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THELMA THINKER

Thelma is a bird that uses all her
knowledge and experiences when
she faces a problem. Her multi-
colored feathers show that Thelma
thinks about solving a problem in
different ways.

MINDY MINDSET

Mindy s a bird that s prepared for every
situation and is always ready to learn. Her
red body reminds people to STOP and
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see what is going on around her. She

makes sure she s in a position to learn
something new each day.

Her motto is: Everyday s a great day to

learn something new!

She shines just like the leaves of the
tree she lives in. She’s reflective and
looks forward to a challenge.

In this edition, we have the privilege of
introducing you to Shanna Struble, second
grade at Central Elementary, who recently
designed a leaming experience integrating
the Portrait of a Talbot competencies.
Shanna's lesson engaged her students and
showcased her innovative approach to

Her motto is: Be curious.
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EMILY EMPATHY

Emily’s soothing blue body reflects the
colors of her warm heart. She is always
thinking of others and is a great listener
50 that she understands what all her bird
friends need.
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CALEB COLLABORATION

Her nest is always avallable for anyone
who needs a place to stay
an additional space for

aligning the Portrait competencies with the
curriculum.

et
together we can do so much.”-Helen Keller

places just right for every
Emily’s motto is: Be the reason
somebody smiles.

Shanna started with the ELA Wonders series
mentor text, "Little Flap Leamns to Fly," as the
foundation for the leaming experience. This
text invites students to evaluate details to
determine key ideas In a story, a
foundational skill for their academic journey.
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CONNOR COMMUNICATOR

Connor’s long beak makes it easy to
understand why he is a great
communicator. He is easy to spot by all
the noise he makes while knocking on
the sides of trees. He lets all the other
birds know where to find the best food.
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PERCEY PERSEVERANCE

PercyIs a hard worker and never gives up.
His body is strong and the white feathers on
the top of mi s

up.

fora challenge and built
wse he
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wood...trees are his favori

welcomes visitors by greeting them
and telling them about all the

Fostering Competencies, Igniting Growth




Through these stories, the students discovered
the distinctive characteristics of each bird and
where they might be located within the
courtyard based on these attributes. Shanna
encouraged collaboration by having students
work In small groups, a testament to the
Portrait of a Talbot's emphasis on teamwork
and communication.

As the students read the descriptions of each
bird, they identified key details in the passage,
which provided clues to find that particular bird
in the courtyard. They carefully recorded their
findings in their Mystery Bird Joumals,
ensuring that their responses were supported

by text evidence from the passage and
accompanied by a picture of the bird in its
courtyard habitat.

Shanna's lesson did not stop at
comprehension; it delved deeper into empathy
and self-awareness. After identifying the birds,
students were asked to reflect on which bird
they most related to and explain why. This
simple yet profound exercise allowed them to
connect with the attributes of the Portrait of a
Talbot on a personal level One student
articulated, "I'm most like Percey Perseverence
because I always keep my head up like him”

This self-reflection fostered empathy and reinforced
the Portrait's competencies authentically and tangibly.

The culmination of this well-crafted lesson was
naming a special blue and yellow Hampton bird.
Much like its counterparts, this bird had to embody a
descriptive adjective starting with the letter h' and
embrace all the attributes of the Portrait of a Talbot.
The result was "Hardy Hampton,” a name that
perfectly encapsulates the spirit of capability and
excellence that defines our district Shanna's
mnovative approach to integrating the Portrait of a
Talbot into her lesson demonstrates her dedication to
our students and her ability to align these
competencies with our curriculum. Her lesson served
as a powerful tool for her students to gain a
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conceptual understanding of the Portrait while
applying the comprehension skills they have been
honing.

This is just one example of the incredible work within
HTSD. As we continue celebrating our Portrait of a
Talbot Bright Spots, we look forward to sharing more
stories of excellence and innovation. Please contact
Jen Heam if you want a lesson featured in the next
edition.



