
Artifacts and educator reflections on 
learner-centered strategies they 
implemented in their classroom 
during an Innovation Cohort

In this deck, 
you’ll find
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Using AI in the classroom
Book Illustrations for Extreme Survival Novels

● www.canva.com (text to image) BEST FREE (50 
free)

● Deepai  (good themes, ok gen)
● Pixlr - solid images, multiples
● Bing image generator (need account)
● Midjourney on Discord (better for professionals)

Tips: 
-Don’t use 
overcomplicated prompts 
asking for more than 2 or 3 
specifics - you could end 
up with nonsense

-AI still gets confused, eg. 
students having wolf ears 
instead of a wolf friend

-post-editing often 
needed. AI often spells 
titles wrong. 

Five prompts 
later..still 
spelled 
wrong.

Just use 
post-editing 
for words.

http://www.canva.com
https://deepai.org/
https://pixlr.com/
https://www.bing.com/?/ai
https://www.midjourney.com/
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Using AI in the classroom
Book Illustrations for Extreme Survival Novels

● www.canva.com (text to image) BEST FREE (50 
free)

● Deepai  (good themes, ok gen)
● Pixlr - solid images, multiples
● Bing image generator (need account)
● Midjourney on Discord (better for professionals)

Back of 
the book

Enables that more 
professional look that 
could position one to 
self-publish now or in 
the future on Amazon 
KDP or other platforms. 

http://www.canva.com
https://deepai.org/
https://pixlr.com/
https://www.bing.com/?/ai
https://www.midjourney.com/
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Same prompt, different generation 
outcomes

Prompt: A toucan on a rock in 
the Atacama desert

Canva DeepAi (Fantasy World, Dystopian 
Cyberpunk filters)

Bing Ai pixlr
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Makerspace group projects:
● I created a pacing schedule to share with 

classes to help them stay on schedule with the 
time allotted for their group projects

● A pacing schedule was created for 4th, 5th, and 
6th grade classes

● Projects need to be completed in April, so I will 
know more later if the pacing schedule helped 
with project completion
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Preposition Choice Boards

Students were given choices of which assignment 
they wanted to complete. 

Some students picked something that was really 
inspiring to them, while others did not gauge how 
long something would take them. 
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Reading Strategies Choice 
Board

● 7th Grade World Cultures World 
Geography Articles Annotations

● How did it go?
I had them choose one strategy 
and also summarize. This was a 
little confusing for them. In the 
future they could just choose 2. I 
felt like controlling the process 
but good annotations showed 
me they understood the articles.

● What was an aha moment?
I needed to add hints from the 
prompt into the choice board to 
get the content depth we 
needed for the project.

● What other takeaways?
Good blend of choice and 
structure. 

Next 
Steps

?

I’d like  to 
try a  

co-created 
rubric.
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My students chose a 
pre-reading activity to respond 
to with a paragraph reflection.

I use a lot of choice 
boards and playlists in 
class.  The playlist can 
be for higher level 
students to go at their 
own pace while I read 
the play together with 
the rest of the class.  
Students are given a 
choice to do the 
playlist or class activity.
Sometimes I am 
surprised by students’ 
choices.
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Creating 
posters

Creating our 
banner  

Creating the script for 
phone calls or emails  

Students creating the 
Podcasting class:

Creating an 
instructional binder for 
future classes

What did you try?
I allowed students to have 
voice and choice in the 
class by giving them 
control over scripts, 
instructions and artwork.

With Whom?
8th Grade Podcast class
How did it go?
Students surprised me.

What was an “aha” 
moment?
The banner and artwork 
was better than I expected.  
They knew the technology 
better than me.  Their 
Garage Band song snippets 
for transitions were 
fantastic.

The hard part was 
trusting that students 
would make a good 
product--they did!
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➔ What did you try?
Providing a “SEL” inspired choice board 
for students to utilize when they finish 
early with the lesson/assigned work. I 
had used a choice board for this 
purpose before, but it was more “busy” 
work to keep them focused and working, 
and less about giving them 
opportunities to get to know each other 
and me. I changed a few of the choices 
to give them those opportunities.
➔ With whom?

6th Graders in SEA Special (Social, 
Emotional, Academic)
➔ How did it go?

They handled it well, and enjoyed the 
new choices. I saw them taking more 
ownership of the work that they were 
doing. They asked in the halls if we 
would have time to do the choice board 
again next class. I had to monitor their 
work to ensure they were staying on task 
for what they chose but there was 
decrease in some of the behaviors that I 
was seeing previously. There were still 
some student that were unengaged byu 
all of the choices.

➔ Next Steps… Keep changing the options as the year progresses.

➔ What was an aha moment? 
Just seeing how some small 
changes even to a choice board 
that I’ve been using  can change 
the overall environment to excite 
kids about SEL again. Positive affirmation posters 

created on Canva

Virtual Calming 
Room

Peer 
Interview
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What did you try?
Providing Voice & Choice through 
changing my Welcome Slides for 
starting class so the students could 
spend the first 10-15 minutes with quiet 
choices.
With Whom?
6th Grade Library
How did it go?
This was a small step to offering choice 
boards.  We are working on students 
making good independent choices & 
being able to handle the “freedom” of 
making choices before moving onto a 
full choice board.
What was an “aha” 
moment?
Having this independent transition 
time to enter the classroom 
allowed for positive 
interactions/conversations/connec
tions between myself & the 
students.

Students come in & 

read directions 

independently and 

have choices to work 

on

Next Steps: Lesson utilizing choice 
boards to build upon our small 
start with independent choices.

Using “the First Five” 

for Would you Rather 

questions & feelings

https://www.edtomorrow.com/133post
https://www.edtomorrow.com/133post
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➔ What did you try?
We are  in the process of creating two 
forms that will be used for students to 
choose groups for group projects based 
on their RIASEC letters and their 
strengths and weaknesses. This will help 
students be more self-reflective in their 
abilities and have an opportunity to work 
in a group where their skills can shine 
and learn from other students.
➔ With whom?

We will be trying this first with six 
graders in my SEA class/her library 
class when they choose groups for 
their upcoming Shark Tank Project.

➔ How did it go?
Still in the planning and preparation 
stage…will implement towards the 
end of March.

➔ Next Steps…  Finishing the process and implementing! 

➔ What was an aha moment?
This entire idea was an aha 
moment for me. I love this idea! It’s 
giving students an opportunity to 
self-reflect on their strengths and 
weaknesses and really take 
leadership in a role that they are 
strong in.

Only students who are interested in 
becoming a group leader will apply, 
then each student (including 
leaders) will fill out the self 
reflection form.

Student leaders will pick their 
groups anonymously based on the 
self-reflections of their peers to 
build a balanced group of students 
with various strengths and RIASEC 
letters.
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Students are working in teams to 
investigate a self selected local, 
national or global issue through 
various lenses to develop, 
evaluate, and propose solutions. 
Students apply research skills gained from 
class inquiry modeling

As a class, students are exploring 
the inquiry question: Does modern 
US consumerism support 
sustainability goals? 
Teacher selects materials, teaches 
mini-lessons and models research 
process with students.

AP Sem: 
Parallel Teaching 

The Research Process

Students choose from various 
teacher selected readings and 
“lenses” for class activities and 

discussions

Students self select team 
topic and propose an inquiry 

focus 

Student discussions and 
questions help to drive “next 

steps” in our class inquiry

Teacher models/students 
practice using digital research 

skills and note making on 
teacher selected materials.

Students apply digital research 
skills and note making to work 

with self selected resources

Students explore self-selected 
topic through team-defined 

lenses

Modeling: 
2-3 periods per week

Application: 
2-3 periods per week

Takeaways: Chunked 
approach to teaching a 

complex process. Students 
benefit from more direct 

skill acquisition and 
practice. 



Shannon
Next Steps (project): 

-We co-created a 
google survey for the 
rest of the Freshmen 
class. 

-We draft and revise 
presentations building 
in lots of opportunities 
for feedback and 
revisions. 

-Students will present 
their ideas to high 
school admin. Hopefully, 
some of their ideas will 
be implemented.

Next Steps (planning):
In the future, I could 
give students additional 
freedom in how they 
present their final 
project.  Right now, the 
poster presentation 
works well since we are 
building in a lot of new 
skills. I also want to 
figure out two “paths” 
for the project. One if 
they are IDing 
challenges and one if 
they want to highlight 
something they like 
about the HS.

After reading the novel Sleeping Freshmen Never 
Lie, English 9 students are developing a poster 
presentation that highlights a way we might 
improve the Freshman experience. 

After brainstorming and some initial research, students 
developed their own problem statements to focus on.  So 
far, here is what the student groups are working on. 

Aha Moment: This year’s class 

generally feels really positive about 

the high school. Maybe this is 

because several of the students’ 

ideas have been implemented over 

the past few years. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1dCbvA9PLAl5l6KFuuKhV6wmW0CjJ4fNno5RwAvbELvu0dw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1dCbvA9PLAl5l6KFuuKhV6wmW0CjJ4fNno5RwAvbELvu0dw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1dCbvA9PLAl5l6KFuuKhV6wmW0CjJ4fNno5RwAvbELvu0dw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc1dCbvA9PLAl5l6KFuuKhV6wmW0CjJ4fNno5RwAvbELvu0dw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Instructions: 
1. Make a copy of this slide and add your name in 

the navy blue banner in the top left corner 
2. Read the instructions below and delete this 

box

Delete any competencies (pink boxes) that you did 
not practice or test from this course

Share your experience practicing competencies from 
Course 1 through text, pics, gifs, videos, Google 
Drawings, etc. 

● What did you try?
● With whom?
● How did it go?
● What was an aha moment?
● What other takeaways?
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Essential Question: 
What makes an 

effective leader?

What did you try?
Students were asked to provide advice to a 
leader using Napoleon as their muse.  
Students had the choice of how they 
wanted to demonstrated their 
understanding by creating illustrations, 
writing an advice column, or creating a skit.

With whom?
Tenth grade academic world history.

How did it go?
It was a great way to see their 
understanding of the content while offering 
students the opportunity to choose how 
they wanted to do so.  I was able to see 
students shine that don’t normally.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Tbn6DET7tKgy_63yNhAce7C3kct5POUz/preview
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Illustrative Mathematics Grade 6 Course (LearnZillion)

What is Surface Area?

Dan 
Meyer

● Students discussed/debated/questioned/persuaded.
● Aha moment:  When students literally said “Aha! I get it!”
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Share your experience:
● Students took what they learned from EV3 

Robot Scripted Course and worked on a 
project to come up with their own 
challenge for the class using Universal 
Design and the iterative Design Process.

● It went well and greatly increased student 
academic engagement and collaboration.

● Aha moment - Students create tasks on 
Voice and Choice Board

● Takeaways - Students wanted to share 
their videos on what they made in class.  
Used Google Classroom to share with 
students (omitted faces and names).

Venus Fly trap Robot

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-3xcyaoJZ28xmV7ZSvzfGx5xvvM80nI0/preview


Venus Fly 
Trap Robot

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-8QSQy0MPCE9xJV99hNW_ad3G450_41S/preview


Ping Pong
Robot 

Challenge

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-41tmtH_BgBoI8FC-fRhAnLfaTldPVzb/preview


Lonnie Nolker
DLSD- Special Educator 3-5

lnolker@deerlakes.net
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● What did you try? Choice board -reading skills
● With whom? 3rd Grade Reading
● How did it go? Very good- Provided choice ideas 

for them to add to our board. 
● What was an aha moment? AHA moment was 

many of the students wanted to do a reader’s 
theater- and by providing choice I had so many 
kiddos wanting to try another way to show 
mastery of certain skills of the week. 

● What other takeaways? I tried to add a 
technology piece to each standard– some type 
of application piece and communication

Feb. 2024- A new step that I integrated  is 
choice within content of our weekly reading. I 
give the students a list of the content they 
choose and I provide them with their 
appropriate reading level but they chose 
content. 



Stacy Coons
DL 

2/22 meeting
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Pre-AP English 10 - Argument Project
To provide voice & choice, students picked an 
argument about a real world issue to research. After 
they research in the library and create an annotated 
bibliography, they’ll create a project of their choice 
that accurately reveals both sides of the argument 
and identifies their personal conclusion based on 
the research. I’ll provide three examples of my 
projects from ChatGPT that we’ll discuss in class so 
students understand expectations before we 
co-create a grading rubric--I chose two crucial 
criteria, and they’ll choose 2-3 criteria. Projects will 
be completed in and out of class so I can check-in 
with everyone and answer questions if needed. Final 
projects will be displayed in the library in a gallery 
walk format. Students from all three classes, 
administrators, teachers, and peers are invited to 
view and discuss projects with students on a 
scheduled two hour delay afternoon. Students will 
complete a written reflection on the whole process. 
The students like the idea!

Authentic Learning:: real world issues, flexible 
seating, & project based learning

Competency-Based Learning: flexible pacing, 
student conferences to check understanding, 
& co-create a project rubric

Personalized Learning: Tech tools for research, 
self assessment, & empower decision-making

Equitable & Inclusive Learning: student 
check-ins & support learner to understand 
themselves
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Using AI for Formative Feedback 

We are currently piloting Class Companion for formative 
feedback on student writing. After teaching students 
lessons on the ethical use of AI and evaluating what it is 
good and not so good at, students were allowed to 
upload drafts of their work to class companion to receive 
feedback. We created the feedback and aligned to our 
rubrics. Students were then empowered to take the 
feedback they found valuable and make revisions before 
final submission (to the teacher or College Board). 

● We found students were REALLY engaged in our 
discussions of AI and had some experience with 
the tools already. 

● We saw more revision and resubmission that we 
typically see during teacher or peer feedback. AP 
Seminar students even asked for more 
opportunities to revise before submitting. 

● It is still TBD if this process leads to overall better 
products than we have seen in previous years. 

● Also TBD if this moves beyond just our classrooms 
this year. We will present our pilot to our faculty 
later this year. 

Shannon’s AI 
intro lessons 

and resources 
for 9th graders

Lesson Presentation

Lesson Handouts

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Zi7i1xGXCUkSKdRglAgaqy3SQSJo0d06JyFC6snRw28/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RAMSICI3HAVJVq8AKzdeKcRFCodRi6ycuunxK1sRDGI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pNOJIbPdpnFh_tQCQ9zwN1l2Dri_Vn1h/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d6TtLwS5TQKHB9erFJ7wHDDVuKUMvpN5/view?usp=sharing


Shannon & 
Andrew

Andrew’s examples of AI feedback aligned to 
the AP Seminar rubric. 

● Programmed to be 
aligned with AP Sem 
Performance Task 
expectations

● Provides detailed, 
actionable feedback

● Encourages revision

Students can dispute 
feedback scores
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I have been providing students with voice and 
choice in their assignments weekly now.  They 
really like having options for independent 
work time.  The kid’s favorite was when they 
could choose between doing a Blooket in the 
classroom or a Scavenger Hunt in the hallway.  
It gave them the choice of an online 
assignment vs on paper, a quiet or more 
rambunctious setting.  Both assignments 
assessed the same material, just allowed the 
students to choose a way of showing what 
they know in the way they’re most 
comfortable.

I had a “lunch bunch” with a 
group of students of mixed 
motivations and academic levels 
where I allowed students to 
express their thoughts on how I 
present their materials, and how 
they show what they know.
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Scientific Method for Inquiring Minds

When I teach the Scientific Method, ths students 
perform experiments that have been designed by 
teachers and taught for years.  The students simply 
follow the steps of the Scientific Method with the 
materials they are given.  

My hope is to have students bring 1 material from home 
and have groups use the materials to design their own, 
brand new experiments that they can perform to get 
their own unique results.

This is still currently in the discussion and idea phase.
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● I tried a math center that was student led to 
review Topic 2 of our math curriculum.

● I tried this with my 1st grade class.

● It went better than I anticipated. I only had one 
student led group this time, but plan to make 
more groups like this in the future.

● My aha moment was that my students are 
capable of so much even though they are so 
young! Seeing one of my students leading their 
peers was a really proud moment.

● My students really enjoy having a voice in their 
learning and teaching each other.







Jami Reap
Deer Lakes
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I am currently working on creating a survey that 
would be similar to a Buzz Feed Survey with a group 
of students who I selected.  We are coming up with 
this survey for students to show them their biggest 
strength and weakness within our Portrait of a 
Learner.

● The students are still working on this project but 
they are very excited to be a part of this!

● We will use the survey for grouping students.  
We may ask students to choose a partner or 
group that has a mixed variety of students with 
different strengths/weaknesses.



Music Video Creation with 3rd Grade:

Myself and a member of our 3rd grade team have been working together to create new tools 
for learning, one of these tools included creating a music video. So far, we have created a 
music background track and have had learners sing their “Multiples of 6” Cover Song over top 
of the audio. Our next steps will include creating a video component. 

So far, this has been a great success! Our learners have had many questions along the way 
and we have had the opportunity to work together to troubleshoot and create a joint vision of 
what we want our tools to look like. This has been a long-term project, so we have been 
practicing lots of goal setting!

One Takeaway/New Challenge would be continuing to envision how creating these kinds of 
tools can fit into our school day.

Kayla Holsopple 
K-5 Music

South Allegheny
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Carol Rothey
South Allegheny

Grades K-5
Library The goal of this project is to empower Grade 3 students to explore the animal kingdom 

through a personalized and student-driven research experience, fostering choice and 

voice in their learning.

● Introduce the animal research project, emphasizing the excitement of 
exploring the diverse world of animals.

● Set up stations with books, pictures, and information about various 
animals.

● Students choose an animal they want to research based on their 
interests.

● Provide structured research sessions where students gather information 
about their chosen animals.

● Encourage note-taking and citing sources.
● Students decide on the format for presenting their research (poster, 

diorama, presentation, etc.).
● Work on developing their projects with guidance and support.

This project design allows Grade 3 students to exercise choice and voice 
in selecting, researching, and presenting information about their chosen 
animals, creating a more engaging and personalized learning experience.

●

      Animal Project- Grade 3



Danielle Partyka
South Allegheny 

1st Grade

Insp
y of 
this 
Slid
e 
and 
add
you
r 
na
me 
in 
the 
box 
abo
e 

1. R
e
a
d 
t
h
e 
i
n
s
t
r
u
c
t
i
o
n
s 
b
e
l
o
w 
a
n
d 
d
e
l
e
t
e 
t
h
i
s 
b
o
x

Add 
text, 
ima
ges, 
gifs, 
Goo
gle 
Dra
win
gs, 
etc 
to 
this 
slid
e to 
shar
e 
your 
exp
erie
nce 
with 
impl
eme
ntin
g 
the 
prot
otyp
e 
that 
you 
desi
gne
d in 
Cycl
e 1. 
You 
can 
also 
inco
rpor
ate 
any 
othe
r 
lear
ning
s, 
aha
s 
and 
take
awa
ys 
fro
m 
the 
othe
r 
acti
vitie
s 
and 
refle
ctio
ns 
fro
m 
Cycl
e 1 
you 
find 
in 
your 
wor
kbo
ok. 

Empowering Learners!

FACT FANATICS!

● Students work on gaining fluency on 
basic addition facts.

● They take responsibility for their 
learning by keeping track of their 
progress

● They have a choice in how they 
practice their facts (fact fluency on 
Moby Max, flash cards, brochures 
geared toward their fluency fact of 
the week (+1,+2,+3, etc.)

Developing Learner Agency
Goal Setting and Reflection!

Dibels!

● Individual conferences with students 
about Dibels Benchmarks

● Set goals in each area of Dibels for 
growth.

● Progress Monitor to check for growth
● Individual WIN folders to help with 

progress ( leveled fluency passages, 
FRY lists)

● BOOST program set to individual 
student needs based on Benchmark 
scores



Erica Slobodnik
2nd Grade Teacher

Duquesne
February 20, 2024
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Learners used Google Slides 
and Google Documents to 
create their learner profile and 
Who Am I profile featuring their 
RIASEC codes along with 
strengths and interests.

Learners had a choice with their 
RIASEC Party for Valentine’s Day 
for each RIASEC letter.  This was 
different from previous RIASEC 
parties with only giving one 
activity for each letter. 

Learners were held accountable 
and being reflective with creating 
goals for their I Ready Diagnostic 
Testing through learner 
conferences. 

Learners have flexible seating 
when working on their 
learning paths in Canvas. 



Rachel Keron, SA
Kindergarten
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Customize the Learning Experience 
● How did it go? Better than 

expected, with the 
exception of some 
ignorance.

● What sfdgwas an aha 
momenadsgft?

● What othHow did it go? 
Better than expected, with 
the exception of some 
ignorance.

● What was an aha 
moment?

● What other takeaways? er 
takeaways? 

● How did it go? 
Better than 
expected, 
with the 
exception of 
some 
ignorance.

● What was an 
aha 
moment?

● What other 
takeaways? 

During our Plants unit in 
CKLA, students were 
asked to choose between 
deciduous and evergreen 
trees to describe, label, 
and write characteristics 
about a specific one. They 
take responsibility for their 
learning through 
demonstrating the 
knowledge of specific 
characteristics of the type 
of tree they chose. 

Goal Setting and Reflection: 
*Structured lessons were 
conducted for students to gain 
background knowledge on the 
topic.
*When needed, teacher 
assistance was provided for 
students. 
*Monitor student progress and 
understanding of topic through 
their writing, labeling, and 
description of whatever type of 
tree was chosen. 
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Informative Writing
● My learners used a lot of 

voice & choice when writing 
an informational piece.

● They were able to choose 
who they wanted to 
research about based on 
the “Who Was” books. 

● They really enjoyed the 
ability to choose who they 
wanted. They really got into 
reading about their person 
and learning lots of facts. 

● My learners also created a 
picture of their famous 
person with some facts to 
hang out in the hallway.

Tech Tools
● My learners are still 

using Kahoot, Blooket, 
Brain Pop, Google Docs, 
Google Slides, Google 
Forms, Kami, Prodigy, iLit, 
iReady, etc. 

● They really enjoyed 
these tech tools 
because while some are 
games, they are still 
learning. 

Continent Research
● My learners were able to 

choose a continent to 
research about. 

● They were able to 
complete their research 
on paper and then turn 
their project into Google 
Slides which they were 
able to use their creative 
side. 



Ellen Eyth
South Allegheny 

AP Art HIstory 
Grades 10-12
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Student Voice N’ Choice for 
Test Prep 

Students are asked to prepare a “review” for the 
Early Christian/Byzantine chapter test. Students are 
given the images needed for review but can submit 
a review with how THEY best learn.  
Some turn in written notes - they say writing it 
down works best for them. 
Some do a Google Slide show or a Canva 
presentation but in past chapters, I’ve seen them 
build Kahoot! And Quizlets. These students say 
they are visual learners. 
**Take away: I’d expect test scores to increase but 
only half of them increased. The others - who are 
strugglers normally - stayed the same. 
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● I recently have changed the structure of my class in order to see 
how students would work with given the complete choice of 
what to complete first. 

■ XTRA Math - Math Fluency
■ Direct Instruction or Review of Content
■ Student Choice:  List of assignments that will be due on 

that given topic and the ALEKS Topics that will be due on 
Friday.  Students can complete the work in the order that 
they choose while getting extra help and support from 
myself or my co-teacher as needed.  Enrichment provided 
for the quick finishers also! :) 

Structure of Math Class
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Online Review Activities
- Students are provided a number of online 

resources to help them review content
- Gimkit, Boomcards, Blooket, 

Brainpop, Canva 

Students completed timelines on 
the Cell Theory.  They were able 
to complete the assignment on 
Canva being as creative as they 
wanted. 



Tiffany Duda
HS Chemistry

WONDER WALL ACTIVITY

Come up with a Science Topic question 
and place it on a sticky note on the 

Wonder Wall Board

The Plan:
✔ Start with an essential question that 
can’t be answered with a simple Google 
search

Research topic

Create something; digital, physical, or 
service-related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=COF-bqZuE-I


Carol Rothey
South Allegheny 
Grade 3- Library

Animal Riddle Using Google 
Slides

Students choose 
an animal, and 
write a short 
riddle about it. 
Students create a 
slide on Google, 
and present it to 
the class.  
Students take 
turns guessing 
the answer.

I live on a farm.
I have a long beard on my 
chin.
I produce milk.
I enjoy playing and climbing.
I am a _________________.

Students enjoy this 
activity because they 
can make the clues 
as easy or as difficult 
as they like. They 
can research the 
animal to make the 
activity more 
challenging. 



Learners self-selected stations to 
complete while I assessed student 
development on a chosen musical 
task

Kayla Holsopple
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South Allegheny
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4th Grade
Click HERE for an Update 
On my October Activity
I curated more specific 
guidelines!

Reflection:
 Overall, this activity went well! 
Students remained mostly on task 
and with gentle guidance, stuck to 
the “3 before me” rule. For the future:

1. Have student teams that 
include groups of students that 
can help each other

2. Offer more clear instructions 
about what I might consider 
“obvious” because my students 
may not see it that way

●

Assessment Self-Selected Stations

Who: 4th Grade
What: One-on-One Recorder 
Playing Evaluations: “Recorder 
Karate”
When: Students selected these 
independent assessment dates 
to be held on Wednesdays, 
dubbed “Recorder Wednesday”
Where: During Class Time
Why: These assessments 
challenge student musical 
growth on a classroom 
instrument in a self-paced 
manner

Who: 4th Grade
What: Self-paced packet based 
around in-class stations and 
activities
When: During Class Time while 
students perform their 
one-on-one recorder 
evaluations
Where: During Class Time
Why: Acts as a pre-test and 
post-test for music literacy 
development in class

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1O9iGzrahhzZn4HEF_Eg3ACW-O2lgQPQOIuVHrfE1KRw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1O9iGzrahhzZn4HEF_Eg3ACW-O2lgQPQOIuVHrfE1KRw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1O9iGzrahhzZn4HEF_Eg3ACW-O2lgQPQOIuVHrfE1KRw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1O9iGzrahhzZn4HEF_Eg3ACW-O2lgQPQOIuVHrfE1KRw/edit?usp=sharing


Danielle Partyka
First Grade

South Allegheny
Google interest survey to allow 
students voice in choice in how 
they learn best!

Reflection-my students love to express their 
learning with drawings, games, and real life 
experiences

Wonder Wall
Used in Science during energy unit.  Students then had 

a Google Meet with First Energy to answer their 
questions!

Tech Tools

Voice and Choice 
Drawings for Fable 
settings and 
choosing a new 
ending for Fables!
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Pre-tests

Beginning of the year:
*Fill in the blank to help 
encourage higher level thinking. 
Result = students frustrated and 
stressed out. 

Half way through 1st grading 
period:
*Multiple choice questions on 
Canvas
Result = guessing and rushing

Second grading period:
*Use a Kahoot as a Pre-test
Result = increase student engagement, 
students started to notice patterns with 
questions and the answers (example: 
multiplying and dividing rational numbers 
with decimal point placement.

vs
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Narrative Writing
● My learners used a lot of 

voice & choice when writing 
a scary narrative.

● They were able to choose 
their characters, setting, 
problem, and scary items. 

● They really enjoyed the 
ability to choose what they 
wanted to put in their own 
story. 

● My learners also got to 
choose how to produce their 
final copy.  

Tech Tools
● My learners have used Kahoot, 

Blooket, Brain Pop, Google 
Docs, Google Slides, Google 
Forms, Kami, Prodigy, iLit, 
iReady, etc. 

● They really enjoyed these tech 
tools because while some are 
games, they are still learning. 

● Some tech tools allow them to 
show their own creativity and it 
gives them the ability to 
answer questions without 
having to speak out loud. 
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Nurture a Meaningful and Engaging Learning 
Community Module

● In this module, it discusses strategies for 
building strong relationships with learners 
by getting to know them and regularly 
checking in over time.

● I did a portfolio and the learners had to give 
a few words that described them.  We 
shared them with the class and currently 
hanging on our lockers for others to get to 
know them.

● Learners are given a choice for their Daily 
Math Warm up.  

● Learners love having the choice to pick 
how they want to warm up daily

● Learners work in Canvas for their 
personalized learning path to learn, 
practice, and give evidence of learning 
with the standard for the week using 
different technology platforms like I Ready, 
Prodigy, Kahoot, Google Slides, Jamboards, 
and Brainpop Jr depending on their color 
path.
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● My Spanish 1 students created a comic 
strip in Canva to demonstrate knowledge 
of basic introductory phrases.

What did you try and with who?

How did it go?

● Students LOVED creating the comic 
strip.

● It took longer than I thought because 
they really liked adding the 
people/scenery.

● They are finishing them this week!

Aha moments/Takeaways

● Give a time limit for comic creation.
● Find a way to have students peer edit 

text.
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Students were asked in whole 
group: What do you want to know 
about mammals, birds, reptiles, 
fish, and amphibians?

Teacher introduced animals with vertebrates and 
invertebrates. Next step: Only vertebrates.

I noticed: They were encouraging.
One question led to another.
It was better not limit them to one question per 
student. 
Some involved non-real creatures.
It was helpful after reading or discussing to 
come back to our questions. 

What will it look like in the 
personalized plan?
I could link more resources 
depending on which family 
they were interested in. What now? Back to the library for a more 

focused collection of books.
Look for more interactive activities. 
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Students in my Pre-Algebra 
class were able to take their 
knowledge of simple interest, 
markup/discount, tax/tip and 
create their own Taco Truck.  

As an activity at the end of our 
unit on percent (tax, tip, 
discount, simple interest), the 
students were given a Create 
Your Own Taco Truck Activity.  
They were given the ability to 
name and design their truck 
and to create a menu (with 
prices).  They then worked 
together to create orders and 
find the total for the given 
checks.  

At the end, they reflected that 
they really enjoyed having the 
ability to “create” their own 
math problems and not have 
the problems already created 
for them.  
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● Changes in States of Matter Poster
○ Students chose if they wanted to 

complete a digital or paper copy. 
○ Students were able to which phase 

change they wanted to focus on.
○ Students were able to look up pictures to 

help create their posters 
●   Students were graded on a rubric 



Erica Slobodnik
Duquesne; 2nd

Insp
y of 
this 
Slid
e 
and 
add
you
r 
na
me 
in 
the 
box 
abo
e 

1. R
e
a
d 
t
h
e 
i
n
s
t
r
u
c
t
i
o
n
s 
b
e
l
o
w 
a
n
d 
d
e
l
e
t
e 
t
h
i
s 
b
o
x

Add 
text, 
ima
ges, 
gifs, 
Goo
gle 
Dra
win
gs, 
etc 
to 
this 
slid
e to 
shar
e 
your 
exp
erie
nce 
with 
impl
eme
ntin
g 
the 
prot
otyp
e 
that 
you 
desi
gne
d in 
Cycl
e 1. 
You 
can 
also 
inco
rpor
ate 
any 
othe
r 
lear
ning
s, 
aha
s 
and 
take
awa
ys 
fro
m 
the 
othe
r 
acti
vitie
s 
and 
refle
ctio
ns 
fro
m 
Cycl
e 1 
you 
find 
in 
your 
wor
kbo
ok. 

● Would you 
rather choice 
board using 
our RIASEC 
letters. 
(Friday)

● Learners were 
able to pick a 
choice from 
the letter that 
they were 
given

● Learners were 
engaged in 
their flexible 
seating on 
the task

Learner Survey
● Learners completed a survey on 

their learning interests
● Results:  5 & 5 like Math and 

Science, 8 prefer to work solo & 2 
prefer partners, 8 like quiet & 2 like 
music while working, 10 like to be 
seated while teacher is teaching 
whole group, 10 prefer flexible 
seating for independent learning

● As a teacher, I learned about my 
students learning styles and can 
incorporate more of these things 
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WonderWall
What do you wonder about space?

Learners put their wonders on post 
it notes and put on the wall.

Teacher will use these wonders to 
plan Science lessons around the 
topics that interest them.



Sara Podvasnik
Kindergarten
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I tried a center rotation 
slide with a timer and 
pictures with my 
kindergarten students 
so they can clearly see 
their expectations and 
how much time is left. 

I also allowed them to 
provide me with their 
voice and choice in 
choosing the centers 
they will be working on.  

They enjoyed this and 
liked seeing the timer on 
the TV.  



Amanda Reese
6th Grade ELA & SS

Duquesne
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Social Studies Choice Boards
● I have been using these 

coach board with my SS 
class.

● My learners use these 
documents when all 
their assignments are 
completed but still have 
more time in class. 

● They also use these 
during our WIN period.

● My learners love these 
options as way to 
explore new things in 
geography/social 
studies. 

Exit Tickets - Google Forms
● I have used these as my exit 

tickets for a couple years 
now with my ELA class.

● I use them as a means of 
assessment on a particular 
topic at the end of a lesson. 

● My exit tickets are 
differentiated for my 
Evidence of Learning 

● My learners get the 
opportunity to answer 
without speaking out loud.  



Mrs. Yocca - 
grade 4 ELA
Duquesne City 
School District ● What did you try?

Pre-test; essential questions; learning; needs 
assessment; show your learning

● With whom?
4th grade ELA students

● How did it go?
Students enjoy choice and are continuing to 
grow 

● What was an aha moment?
● Empowering my students

 I started with the why. Why 

was I teaching this lesson? 

I provided options to collect mastery-oriented feedback from my 
learners.



Kayla Holsopple,
K-5 Music
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Music Progress Conferences and Popular Music Mapping:

In October, the 3rd grade music class completed two 
co-assigned activities.

1. Music Literacy Conferencing:
a. I met with each student individually to see how 

they were moving forward in the content of the 
class. The subject of these conferences was 
music literacy.

2. Popular Music Mapping:
a. While students were conferencing personally 

with me, the rest of the class completed a 
listening map of popular music that they 
informed me of at the beginning of the year. 
Thorough this, students gained understanding 
in artists, genres, and musical adjective use.

Reflection:

1. Music Literacy Conferencing
a. Making time to conference with learners 

allowed me to see the effects of my teaching 
and inform what next steps I needed to take 
to build learner music literacy. 

b. Through this, I was able to identify one key 
deficit in my instruction and I used that 
information to build lessons for the following 
week.

2. Popular Music Mapping
a. This activity went well and I think for the 

future I would like to build an entire unit 
around this activity and create something on 
a larger scale. The activity tapped into my 
learners’ interests!



Taylor Gensler
K-3 Reading Specialist 

Duquesne 

Students will use a reading 
strategies choice board to 
choose one strategy that they 
would like to practice during 
oral reading fluency practice 

This will allow 
students to 
choose one 

reading 
strategy that 
they feel they 
could improve 
upon during 
fluency and 

comprehension 
practice. 

Reading Strategy choices: 
1. Point to each word 
2. Ask did that sentence 

make sense? 
3. Tap out an unknown word 
4. Read, skip, read 
5. Look for chunks I know 



Michelle Stowell, 
7th Grade Math, 

Duquesne
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Algebraic Inequalities

Goal: make solving equations and 
inequalities more meaningful to 
students, real-world scenarios for 
them

Bump in the road: lacking prior 
knowledge of variables and solving 
algebraic equations.



Leah Anderson
HS Spanish

SA
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● My Spanish 4 students completed a 
learner profile.

● I took one of the templates provided in 
Module 2 and added a learning style 
quiz link. Here is the slide that I gave 
my students.

What did you try and with who?

How did it go?

● Students were engaged and 
loved the High 5 quiz.

● It was 120 questions. I don’t think 
my other levels of Spanish 
would have taken the time to 
do it.

Aha moments/
Takeaways

● Discussed the 
color families of 
the High 5.

● Made a graph 
of our class 
strengths

● Discussed how 
this information 
impacts student 
success in class 
and my lesson 
planning

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ad-FD0-ZCL2xwu6f2W9TU13SyAk8ZLV41xl9975r4Wc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1X7SObYaTTQBJD43ZxVTWlsdFvN6-B4war9ueC9kf4og/edit?usp=sharing
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II tried having the children share what they have an 
open inquiry. Students came up with questions 
about weather. 

● My first graders

● It was awesome. They came with questions 
ready. 

● They had questions floating around their heads. 
It more enjoyable to go in their directions 
instead of what I thought they wondered. 

● It was great to come back and reflect. 
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Student Voice & Choice - Python 
Programming - 8th grade 
Culminating activity after learning Python 
coding for 6 weeks. 

- Partner coding 
- Could work alone if they wanted. 
- Choose a Halloween or a fall scene 
- Lots of collaborative problem-solving 
- Behaviorally it went really well 
- Students got REALLY into it this! 
- Made it a competition - let the IT dept 

vote on projects. 
- Kids I thought would collaborate 

didn’t



            Stacy Coons
scoons@deerlakes.net
      Pre-AP English 10
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I should  provide more voice and choice in higher 
level classes. After students completed 
paragraph writings, I asked students to write their 
writing strengths and weaknesses on post-its. 
After reading their suggestions, I created a 
writing choice board so we work together on 
deciding the aspects of their writing  on which to 
focus in order to benefit them the most.

I strategically placed all choices on the 
tic-tac-toe board based on OUR collective 
thoughts about strengths and weaknesses. I 
hope to see less physical writing anxiety as they 
write their first essay, and I hope to engage more 
with them as they work in a workshop format. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x-KGWzgun0SbjvUwYrROlwAJrMxIVxANGsPD7mfNpnk/edit?usp=sharing


Ellen Eyth
AP Art History 
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A Choice Board for a Museum Visit Follow up! 
● What:? A Choice Board to present info found 

during a Carnegie Art Museum tour/visit. 
● Who?AP Art History class - 7 students, grades 10, 

11, 12
● How did it go? It went “ok” with most students 

uneasy about getting out of the “Google slides” 
box.  No one chose any other option. 😑

● Thoughts: I don’t think they know some of the 
technology I’m asking them to use. Maybe I’ll 
make a flex time to show them “we video” or 
some Canva features. 

● Takeaway: As a follow-up to this project, we did 
explore GIF making on Canva because i 
assumed they were familiar with Canva and 
they weren’t! Once they were shown what to do, 
they did great and now have another tool for 
their toolbox. 

I hoped a live presentation would deter the 
comfortable Google Slide option. That did not 
work. 😖 As a result, we took some time in 
canva. 

When I took the time to show them how Canva works and how to make a GIF, 
They were much more comfortable making something new to help remember 
images we are learning in AP Art History. BABY STEPS! 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1svTiCKEH9NA_RsZ07kZTkOdnbYLXidPR/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1319s6NSj38sAXrNyh8FzYRx5ujB3IAIx/preview


Shaun Johnston
8th Grade ELA 

South Allegheny
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● Learning Target: I can have a class discussion 
from the novel The Princess Bride. 

○ Students had to work in groups, come up 
with their own discussion questions from 
each chapter, and then share those 
discussion points with the class on a 
Google Slide presentation. 

● Learning Target: I can create a character poster 
on any character from the novel The Princess 
Bride. 

○ Students had to include a drawing of what 
the character looked like, a meaningful 
quote from the character including page 
number, and character descriptions. 



Shaun Johnston, 
South Allegheny 

Middle School, Grade 8 
ELA

● Co-taught lesson with the Media 
Specialist, History Teacher, and ELA 
teacher.

● Prior Knowledge: Students had 
completed a Chapter on The Civil 
Rights Movement and reading The 
Outsiders.

● Learning Targets: I can determine the 
connections between The Outsiders 
and the Civil Rights movement of the 
1960’s and identify common themes.

● Students had to make and present 
their connections they found using 
Canva.  

Cross-Curricular Civil Rights 
and The Outsiders Project 



Tiffany Duda, SA
10th/11th grade 

Chemistry
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Students created Valentine’s boxes and cards using atoms that ‘match’ 
with each other. This was used as an introduction to chemical bonding. 

Valentine’s Day Cards 
and Boxes


